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MAILING CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. 31.8(A) 

I hereby certify that the above correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO 
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on the date shown below. 

Charles A. Brill Date 


Dear Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's Action mailed 28 February 2003, applicant responds as follows: 

REMARKS 

This application was originally filed on 2 June 1998 with ten claims, two of which were 
written in independent form. No claims have been allowed. Claims 1 and 6 were amended on 4 
October 2000. 

Claims 1-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
5,053,764 to Barbier et al. (Barbier). The applicant respectfully disagrees and submits, for the 
reasons previously argued in addition to the following, that the Examiner has failed to establish a 
prima facie case of anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 

With respect to independent Claim 1, the Examiner has failed to provide a prima facie 
case of anticipation because the Examiner failed to provide any teaching in Barbier of “offsetting 
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